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(57) Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To prevent the convection of gas in the upper 
part of a heating chamber and to unrformize and 
stabilize the drawing operation in a furnace for drawing 
a glass preform under softening in a heating chamber 
supplied with an inert gas by forming a specific 
blasting port of the above inert gas. 

CONSTITUTION: A number of blasting ports 1 1 for an inert 
gas are uniformly formed over the whole surface of the 
upper wall of a furnace core tube 10 forming a heating 
chamber and the blasting ports are connected to an inert 
gas holding chamber 12. The inert gas introduced into 
the holding chamber 12 through a flow-controller 13 is 
uniformly introduced into the furnace core tube 10 
through the blasting ports 11. Since the opening area of 
the blasting port 1 1 can be made to be larger than the 
area of the conventional blasting port, the speed of the 
flow can be decreased at the same flow rate. 
Accordingly, the time necessary to flow the inert gas to 
the heating zone of the preform 4 is prolonged to effect 
the sufficient heating of the gas and uniformize the 
temperature of the gas in the heating chamber. 
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